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October 19, 2011

Dear Green School Families,
At The Green School, we want our families to think of volunteering and service to the school as a valuable opportunity – an opportunity to participate in the life of the school, to support their child’s education, to get to know other GSB families, and to enrich the learning experience for all GSB students.  Now that we have settled into the routines of the new school year, we are ready to roll out this year’s Volunteer Program.
Over the years, we have developed a wide range of volunteer opportunities for families, and each year our volunteer program is a little different. The goal of this letter is to capture all of the important information about the 2011-2012 Volunteer Program in one place. (If you loose this letter, you will be able to find an electronic copy on the website and hardcopies in the Volunteer Notebook outside the Main Office).
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT VOLUNTEERING
How many volunteer hours is each family supposed to give?

Our goal is that each family will give at lest 25 hours of service a year.  

What happens if a family does not reach this goal?

There are no negative consequences associated with not reaching the goal of 25 hours of service. We celebrate the families who achieve this goal, but we do not punish the families who do not.  
How do I record my family’s volunteer hours?
In the past, the grants we were seeking required detailed information about volunteering. We no longer need to track that level of detail, so we have a greatly simplified system for tracking hours. This year, we will keep a Volunteer Log on the table outside the Main Office. There will be a page for each family in this log. Please record your family’s volunteer hours in this log.  If you are not able to make it in the school building to record your hours, please send an email or an handwritten note to Chris Hope (chris.hope@thegsb.org). 
How can I learn about upcoming Volunteer Opportunities?
Each Friday Letter will feature a Volunteer Corner, which will list upcoming volunteer opportunities. In addition, the Outreach Committee will develop a variety of ways of making sure parents are aware of upcoming volunteer opportunities. 
What if I have a volunteer idea?
Some of our most exciting events started as a parent’s good idea, including the Talent Show, the Green Gala, the Green Fair, and the Chess Club.  If you have an idea for an event that you would like to volunteer to plan, please contact Kate Primm (kate.primm@thegsb.org).
How will I know how many hours my family has accumulated?

At the end of each quarter we will send every family an update of the total number of hours they have accumulated to that point. 
Who do I contact with questions about volunteering?
Contact Kate Primm (kate.primm@thegsb.org). 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
· PARENT COMMITTEES – We have five parent committees – Fundraising, Outreach, Green, and Talent Show

· Fundraising Committee – This committee plans the Green Gala, BINGO Night, and any other fundraisers we hold. This committee meets on as needed basis in the weeks and months leading up to each event. Notices about upcoming meetings will be listed in the Volunteer Corner of the Friday Letter. 

· Outreach Committee –This committee builds connections between the families in our school community. They help plan quarterly events (Chili Jamboree, MLK Celebration, Summer Potluck for new families); coordinate class parent activities, and notify GSB families of upcoming events and emergency school closings. 
· Green Committee – This committee promotes green practices at the school and with GSB families, plans the Green Fair (held in May), organizes paper recycling, coordinates volunteers to wash cloth napkins, and runs the School Supply Co-op.
· Talent Show Committee – This committee plans and organizes the annual Talent Show (December 9).
· FIELD TRIPS 
GSB students go on a variety of field trips each year. Field trips are an essential part of the curriculum at The Green School and are designed to support the year-long investigation in each classroom.  Parents are invited to chaperone on trips (as long as the trip provider has room for parents).  Volunteers will help students engage in the field-work on each trip. 
Tentative Field Trip Calendar for 2011-2012:
· Kindergarten – Farm Field Trip (Fall), Butterfly Garden Trip (Spring)

· 1st Grade – Farm Trip (Fall), Terrapin Release Trip (Spring)

· 2nd Grade – Clagett Farm (Fall), Arlington Echo (Spring) Bay Grass Planting (Spring)
· 3rd Grade – Living Classroom Trip (Fall), Arlington Echo (Spring)
· 4th Grade – Oyster Trip (Fall), Baltimore Harbor Trip (Spring), Arlington Echo (Spring)
· 5th Grade – Clagett Farm (Fall), Arlington Echo (Spring) Overnight Trip (end-of-year)

· TAKE HOME ACTIVITIES/PROJECTS
Teachers often need help with tasks like cutting and organizing materials for a lesson, assembling packets, and laminating materials. When teachers need help with these kinds of projects, they complete a Work Order that includes detailed instructions about the projects as well as all of the materials needed to complete the project. .  These Work Orders can be completed at school or at home. 

These projects and the contact person for each will be listed in the Volunteer Corner each week.

· AFTER-SCHOOL CLUBS 
Over the years, parents have run a number of different after-school clubs for our students. If you have an idea for an after-school club and are interested in volunteering to run that club, please contact Kate Primm.  
· DINING ROOM 
It is part of our mission that our students enjoy a healthful meal in a relaxed atmosphere, so that lunchtime is similar to a family meal at home.  Volunteer help in the dining room is vital to helping us create this atmosphere.  Dining room volunteers will help maintain a tone of civility and calm in the lunchroom by helping students choose foods that keep their bodies healthy, open their food containers and packages, have interesting conversations at their tables, and clean up after eating. 
Requirement: If you are interested in volunteering in the dining room, contact Kate Primm to schedule a short training session. 
· PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL EVENTS  (NEW CATEGORY!!!)
We want to encourage families to participate in school events, so this year parents can receive volunteer hours for simply attending the following school events: 1st and 3rd Quarter Conferences, Back to School Night, Grade Level Meetings, Chili Jamboree, Martin Luther King Celebration, and The Green Fair. 
· CARPOOLING 

Because we want to promote green practices and alleviate traffic in the neighborhood, parents can earn service hours for organizing and/or driving in a carpool.
VOLUNTEER CORNER – 

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities
At Home Opportunity: Clean out 30-40 bottles that contained a variety of liquids (used in Ms. Weller’ Investigations class). Please dry them, cap them, place them back in the bags, and send them back to school. 

Contact Ms. Weller. (Diana.weller@thegsb.org) 

At School Opportunity (end of school day) – Room Parent for Ms. Weller – once a week for about an hour at the end of the day to help with projects like taking work off the walls, cleaning and reorganizing science materials, preparing science materials for upcoming lessons, and sharpening pencils.  

Contact Ms. Weller. (Diana.weller@thegsb.org) 

Talent Show Committee – Help with the upcoming Talent Show. Participants should attend the Talent Show Committee Meeting Wednesday, October 19 (4:00 – 5:00). 

The Committee Chair is Jennifer Lord: jenni2lord@yahoo.com. 

Outreach Committee Meeting – Wednesday, October 26 – 7:00 pm at Hannah Sims’ house. 

Contact Kate Primm (kate.primm@thegsb.org) or Hannah Sims (hannah.sims@gmail.com) for directions.
Fundraising Committee – BINGO Night Planning – Wednesday, November 2 – 2:30 – 3:30 at the school

Contact Kate Primm (kate.primm@thegsb.org) 
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· Wednesday, October 26: Outreach Committee Meeting 7:00 pm at Hannah Sims home

· Thursday, October 27: Kindergarten and 1st grade Field Trip to Clarks Elioak Farm (Ellicott City)

· Thursday, October 27: 3rd Grade Field Trip to Living Classroom Foundation (Fells Point)

· Thursday, October 27: 5th Grade Field Trip to the Southeast Branch of the Enoch Pratt Library
· Wednesday, November 2: BINGO Planning Meeting 2:30 – 3:30 at school

· Thursday, November 3 – Meeting with 5th Grade Families to prepare for Middle School Choice
· Friday, November 11 – BINGO Night (6:30 – 9:00) 
· Friday, December 9 – 3rd Annual GSB Talent Show
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Reminders


Thursday, October 20 & Friday, October 21: School Closed for 1st Quarter Conferences 


Thursday, October 27: Kindergarten and 1st grade field trip to Clarks Elioak Farm (Ellicott City)


Thursday, October 27: 3rd Grade Field Trip to Living Classroom Foundation (Fells Point)


Thursday, October 27:, 5th Grade Field Trip to the Southeast Branch of the Enoch Pratt Library


Saturday, October 29: 12:00 – 4:00 - Chili Jamboree 


Monday, November 7: GSB will be closed (other city schools are open)


Tuesday, November 8: GSB is open when other city schools are closed.


Monday, November 14: Individual Pictures





�Picture Day�


Monday, November 14





Students do not have to wear the school uniform on picture day; however they are expected to wear clothing that is appropriate for school and clothing in which they will be comfortable during outdoor recess.





Order forms will be sent home once we receive them from the photographer.








